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Political Science 545 

Diplomacy & Strategic Games

Fall 200X

Tuesday, Thursday 9.30 - 11:18 AM

Richard Herrmann





2030 Derby Hall & 301C Mershon Center

Telephone 614-292-9843

e-mail: herrmann.1@osu.edu
Office Hours:

Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:30 - 4 PM

Other times by appointment

Course Description

This course examines how to analyze the foreign policy of countries and design strategies to influence their behavior.  It explores the problems inherent in interpreting motivations and in judging a country’s relative power and leverage.  It also examines the effectiveness of different strategies designed to promote security and cooperation and in what situations they have been found to work and fail.  The course teaches students how to identify the values, beliefs, and processes that drive policy-making.  It also teaches students how to test competing hypotheses about the utility of various strategies for exercising influence, enhancing security, and promoting peace.  Students should come away from the course with a good deal of substantive knowledge about the foreign policy of the United States and other countries and an ability to evaluate the viability and effectiveness of different strategies.  In addition, students should become quite familiar with source materials and how to acquire information about international relations.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to participate in class having already read the reading assignments for that day.  They are also required to participate in the four-day diplomatic simulation.  Absences on class days devoted to the simulation must be approved by the instructor to avoid penalties assessed against the final grade.  Students must complete a mid-term and final exam.  They must also write a paper on foreign policy decision-making.

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Grades are based on the following:

· 
Participation in class & simulation


15

· 
Mid-term exam (Oct. 25, 2007)


30

· 
Term paper (Due Nov. 29, 2007)


30

· 
Final exam (Dec. 4, 2007 @ 9:30 - 11:18 AM)
25

Course Outline
September 20: Studying foreign policy? 



--Identifying generic patterns in choice and outcome



--Explaining choices and outcomes: Judging power and motives



--Taxonomies for the distribution of power, norms, motives, and values

September 25: Motivational debates



– The European Union and China

--Strategies for inference: Are there indicators?

--Attribution and strategy making

September 27: Power 

--Components of power



–Common mistakes in power analysis



–Net assessments

October. 2:  Motives, Power, and Strategy: A case study

--U.S. relations with Iran

--Leverage and options

October 4:  Perceptions of motives, power, and culture

--Cognitive obstacles to intelligence analysis  

–Image theory

--Motivated biases, personality, and emotions

October 9: Role and perceptions: 

–Economic interest groups and foreign policy

--Military interests and foreign policy

--Iraq War case study

October 11: Identity and foreign policy preferences 

–National Identity and conflict

--Gender and war

October 16: Public opinion and foreign policy

--Principals or agents: which role does the public play?

--Popular opinion as constraint and inducement

October 18: Mapping the ideational landscape

--What are the main fault lines?

--Do the contours look different in Europe and the United States?

--Do values and ideology drive perceptions or knowledge and experience?

:October 23: The media, foreign policy, and international relation

--Warren Hoge, New York Times Correspondent covering the United Nations

October 25:  Mid-term Exam

October 30:  Strategies for managing conflict and promoting cooperation

--Sovereignty and Deterrence 

--What reassures? Or what leads to perceptions of threat?

--Rationalist theory, information, and public diplomacy

--The end of the Cold War

Nov. 1:  Institutions and integration as a path to cooperation and stable peace



--The European Union and integration



--Chinese strategy in Asia

November 6: Civil War and the international responsibility to protect



--Intervention and protection



--Partition and World Order



--Dealing with intractable conflicts: Arab-Israeli case study



-- The Peacekeepers
November 8: Diplomatic Game

November 13: Diplomatic Game 

November 15: Diplomatic Game

November 20: Diplomatic Game

November 22: Thanksgiving

November 27: Post game Analysis 

–Who won and who lost?



–Why did the game go the way it did?  How would it go next time?



–Lessons to take away from the game.

November 29: Understanding foreign policy



–Summary of casual theories and interpretations



–Strategies and methods for analysis

–Policy implications

December 4: Final Exam

Reading Assignments
September 25:

--Barry Posen, “European Union Security and Defense Policy: Response to Unipolarity,” Security Studies, Vol. 15, no. 2 (April – June 2006), pp. 149-186.

-- SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Alastair I. Johnston, “Is China a Status Quo Power?” International Security, Vol. 27 No. 4 (2003), pp. 5-56.

September 27:

--Dmitri Trenin, “Russia Redefines Itself and the Its Relations with the West,” The Washington Quarterly, Vol. 30, no. 2 (Spring 2007), pp. 95-105.

--Daniel Treisman, “Putin’s Silovarchs,” Orbis, Vol. 51, no. 1 (Winter 2007), pp. 141-153.

October. 2: 

--Colin Dueck and Ray Takeyh, “Iran’s Nuclear Challenge,”  Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 122, no. 2 (Summer 2007), pp. 189-205.

--Patrick Clawson and Michael Eisenstadt, “Deterring the Ayatollahs: Complications in Applying Cold War Strategy to Iran,” Policy Focus #72, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, July 2007. http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC04.php?CID=280
October 4: 

--Richard J. Heuer, Jr., “Limits of Intelligence Analysis,” Orbis Vol. 49, No. 1 (Winter 2004), pp. 75-94.

October 9: 

Michael C. Desch, “Bush and the Generals,” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2007

Richard B. Meyers et. Al., “Salute and Disobey?” Foreign Affairs, September/October 2007.

–Paul Pillar, “Intelligence, Policy, and the War in Iraq,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2006.

--–Robert Jervis, “Reports, Politics, and Intelligence Failures: The Case of Iraq,” The Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 29, no. 1 (February 2006), pp. 3-52.

--Christopher Gelpi and Peter D. Feaver, “Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick? Veterans in the Political Elite and the American Use of Force,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 96, no. 4 (December 2002), pp. 779-792.

October 11: 


Jane Kellett Cramer, “Militarized Patriotism: Why the U.S. Marketplace of Ideas Failed Before the Iraq War,” Security Studies, Vol. 16, no. 3 (July-September 2007), pp. 489-524.

October 16: 

Transatlantic Trends: Key Findings 2007 (September 6, 2007)

http://www.transatlantictrends.org/trends/doc/TT07KFR_FINAL.pdf
The Pew Global Attitudes Project, “Global Unease with Major World Powers,”  (June 27, 2007).

http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=256
October 18: 

A. Trevor Thrall, “A Bear in the Woods? Threat Framing and the Marketplace of Values,” Security Studies, Vol. 16, no. 3 (July-September 2007), pp. 452-488.

October 23:


William G. Howell and Jon C. Pevehouse, “When Congress Stops Wars,” Foreign Affairs, (September/October 2007).

October 25: Mid-term Exam

October 30: 

Mark L. Haas, “The United States and the End of the Cold War: Reactions to Shifts in Soviet Power, Policies, or Domestic Politics?” International Organization, Vol. 61, No. 1 (Winter 2007), pp. 145-179.

November 1:

--Thomas Diez, Stephan Stetter, and Mathias Albert, “The European Union and Border Conflicts: The Transformative Power of Integration,” International Organization, Vol. 60, No. 3 (Summer 2006), pp. 563-593.

--David Shambaugh, “China Engages Asia: Reshaping the Regional Order,” International Security, Vol. 23, No. 3 (March 2005), pp. 64-99.

November 6: 

Alexander B. Downes, “The Problem with Negotiated Settlements to Ethnic Civil Wars,” Security Studies, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Summer 2004), pp. 230-79.

James D. Fearon, “Separatist Wars, Partition, and World Order,” Security Studies, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Summer 2004), pp. 394-415.

November 8: 

--Jeremy Pressman, “Visions in Collision: What happened at Camp David and Taba?” International Security, Vol. 28, No. 2 (Fall 2003), pp. 5-43.

--Dennis Ross, Statecraft, Chapter 12, “The Israeli – Palestinian Conflict,”

November 13: Game

November 15: Game

November 20: Game

November 22: Thanksgiving

November 27: Post game Analysis


--Read materials for final papers testing hypotheses.

November 29: Understanding foreign policy

December4:  Final Exam

